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and arguments. The social service of our missionaries abroad con- 
stitutes at once evidence of the divine character of the message, of 
the fidelity of the contemporary heralds and ministers to the principles 
of the Author of Christianity, and of the practical value of foreign 
missions. These descriptions of humane ministries in the name of 
Christ appeal to head and heart on behalf of the cause for which the 
author pleads. The plea is intelligible, and ought to be convincing 
even to those who stand outside the circle of faith. 

Every patriot should be gratified to read of the character and labor 
of those devoted men who represent our country and other Christian 
nations in lands where, too often, soldiers, sailors, and greedy traders 
have offended the conscience of heathen and put us to shame before 
barbarians and savages. Dr. Dennis tells us the story of liberation of 
slaves, establishment of hospitals and schools, uplifting of morality, pro- 
motion of education, and advancement of all the ideals and resources 
of the peoples to whom the gospel has been carried in modern times. 
When an educated family goes to a country yet untouched by the 
highest influences of civilization, it embodies the results of classic and 
Christian culture, and transplants that culture to the new home. A 
new beginning is made in character, sentiments, beliefs, standards of 
living. New wants are awakened. Merely animal satisfactions have 
rivals in the spiritual aspirations and tastes. New motives to industry 
and culture are born, and all these forces create higher institutions. 

Perhaps never has the advantage of sociological analysis been 

shown in the collection and ordering of materials relating to missions 

better than here, and the result is a vivid, interesting, impressive, and 

cumulative argument. The third and final volume of the series will 

be awaited with strong expectations. 

C. R. Henderson. 
The University of Chicago. 



LITERARY NOTES. 

The John Bohlen Lectures of Professor Henry S. Nash have been 
printed under the title of Ethics and Revelation (New York : The 
Macmillan Co., 1899; pp. vi+277; $1.50). They are full of admi- 
rable suggestions looking to the importance of society in the 
training of the individual, and arguing for the absolute necessity of 
religion in society for this end. Unfortunately, Professor Nash's 
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sociological bent has so affected his vocabulary and mode of expres- 
sion that the book is hard reading. Why cannot sociologists avoid 
sociological cant and write in plain English ? 

Thomas Bailey Saunders has written a series of critical notes upon 
the leading schools of religious thinking of the present day, and 
gathered them up under the title The Quest of Faith (London : A. & C. 
Black, 1899 ; pp. vi -)- 191). Among the points of view presented and 
criticised are : agnosticism, the skeptical attitude of Mr. Balfour, the 
theism of Professor Fraser, the teleological argument as presented by 
the Duke of Argyle, Henry Drummond, and others ; Mr. Gladstone's 
argument for Bishop Butler, and Mr. Lilly's plea for the Roman Catho- 
lic position. On all of these Mr. Saunders exercises his critical ability 
with much force and keenness. In his last chapter he sums up the 
whole matter for us, and seems inclined toward a naturalism which 
would deny anything distinctly Christian. The book is stimulating 
reading, is written in a simple and intelligible style, and deals with 
those all- important subjects in a sober and sympathetic spirit. Even 
though its outcome is depressing, the book is distinctly valuable. 



